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1. 1 DELIVERED THE SECRETARY'S LETTER ON THE DEAN CASE 
TO EONMIN PHOUMI VONGVICHIT TODAY. AT THE SAME TIME I 
GAVE HIM A LETTER EROM ME (VIENTIANE 702) DESCRIBING THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OE DEAN AND SHARMAN'S ARREST AS REPORTED TO 
US BY A PERSON WHO WAS ON THE BOAT (THE BOAT CAPTAIN) - PRO- 
TECT SOURCE. I ALSO INFORMED PHOUMI THAT UNDER PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES WE CONSIDERED THE PROPOSED VISIT OE DEEENSE 
MINISTER SISOUK NA CHAMPASSAK TO WASHINGTON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
A MINISTER EROM THE PATHET LAO SIDE, TO BE INOPPORTUNE. 

PHOUMI AGREED. 

2. PHOUMI SAID THAT HE HAD NOT YET RECEIVED A REPLY 
PROM SAM NEUA BUT ASSUMED THAT AN INVESTIGATOR HAD 
BEEN SENT TO THE AREA. HE WOULD PORWARD THE LETTERS 
I HAD GIVEN HIM TO PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG AND TO SAM 
NEUA. PHOUMI SAID HE HOPED THAT THE DEAN AFPIAR 
WOULD NOT BE HANDLED IN A MANNER WHICH WOULD APPECT 
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS. THESE HAD IM- 
PROVED STEADILY. HE SAID HE DID NOT WANT THE COMRADES 
IN SAM NEUA TO MISUNDERSTAND THE SITUATION AND PUT 
HIM IN A DIPFICULT POSITION. (COMMENT: THE INFERENCE 
WAS THAT PHOUMI WAS OVERCOMING RESISTANCE IN SAM 
NEUA TO IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AND THAT IP 
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I REPLIED THAT WE HAD DONE OUR UTMOST TO HANDLE THE 
DEAN AFEAIR CALMLY AND TACTFULLY, BUT THE BOYS HAD 
BREN MISSING EOR FIVE MONTHS AND WE FOUND THE EVIDENCE 
THAT THEY WERE IN PATHET LAO HANDS VERY COMPELLING. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE LETTER I HAD JUST GIVEN HIM WAS AN EYE 
WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THEIR ARREST BY PATHET LAO SOLDIERS. 

3. PHOUMI SAID HE HOPED TO HAVE NEWS SOON AND AGREED 
TO RECEIVE MRS. DEAN NEXT WEEK. I TOLD HIM I WOULD 
TAKE HER TO LUANG PRABANG TO MEET THE PRIME MINISTER 
ON FEBRUARY 4. 
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